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(57) Abstract: A system and meAod for point of sale purchase of pre-paid <=°^^'^'^^°'' ^?Z^^f^^fS^^^ 
Spo^ent A cus^rcer desiring to purchase prepaid conununication services goes to V*^^' ^ J^t^S^^S^^e 
rie merchant accesses a secure host pnxessor that has access to telephone nambers ^."^^/"^T^SL^f^^s to 
transaction. The customer pays for the desired services and the merchant dials the secure host ^^^^^^^]^^^ 
b^hased (add air time, cilular activation, calling card, internet access). THe customer paj« forfte 
rrStspecJiyi«gau„i.^ePINassc>ciated^tht..a^^ 

agreement The invention thus «>nverts the merchants existing POS tenninal into a mutofaceted prepaid Commumcationfltoduct 
Storefront 
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1 Title of Invention: System and Method for Acquiring Pre-paid Products and Services 
2 

3 Relationship to Other Applications 

4 This application is based upon and claims priority from Provisional Application No. 

5 60/089,755, filed 06/1 8/98 under 35 USC section 119. 

6 Backyound of the Invention 

7 This invention relates generally to pre-paid communication services. More 

8 particulariy the present invention is a system and method for paying for pre-paid cellular 

9 activations, pre-paid cellular air time, pre-paid long distance time, pre-paid Internet services, 

10 and financial transactions related thereto. 

11 Background of the Invention 

12 In today's environment, pre-paid telephone/long distance cards are offered at a huge 

13 number of retail outlets. These cards allow users to purchase a certain amount of time for 

14 long distance services at a fixed, favorable rate. However, those entiides offering pre-paid 

1 5 communications services must maintain an inventory of pre-printed plastic or paper cards. 

16 Thus there is a production cost associated with branded pre-paid calling cards. Further, such 

1 7 cards must be stored in a secure area in order to be made available at the point of sale. Thus 

18 using pre-paid cards exposes the merchant to additional costs of storing such cards as well as 

1 9 exposing the merchant to the potential of theft and firaud if such cards are stolen. 

20 Alternatively it is possible for a merchant to use a "stand alone unif by which cards 

21 are gmerated as needed for a particular customer. Thus a customer desiring to have a pre- 

22 paid calling card of a certain amount will pay the merchant for ihai pre-paid calling card and 

23 the merchant will thereafter generate a calling card with the appropriate amoxmt of electronic 

24 funds available. This methodology also causes additional costs for the merchants since a unit 
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1 specific to the generation of pre-paid calling cards must be maintained along with an 

2 inventory of blank cards onto which electronic funds are to be deposited. This system also 

3 requires the training of employees to operate the system. This type of unit can only generate 

4 pre-paid calling cards and cannot generate any other products or services. Security and fraud 

5 is still, however, an issue since it is possible for trained employees to generate fraudulent 

6 calling cards. Thus while fraud is periiaps less of an issue, thwe is still the cost of the 

7 purchase or long terai lease of these stand alone units fliat is unposed on the merchant 

8 What would therefore be useful is a system and method for allowing customers to 

9 purchase pre-paid commumications services. For purposes of this application, pre-paid 

10 communication services means pre-paid ceUular services, pre-paid long distance services, 

1 1 pre-paid hitemet access services, and any oflier type of service that is amenable to pre-paying 

12 for service that is to be used in the future by a customer. The purchase of pre-paid 

13 communication services would be most useful if it could take place without the requirement 

14 for a merchant maintaining an inventory of specialized cards for that purpose. In addition it 

15 would be usefiil if such pre-paid communication services could be obtained without the need 

1 6 for the merchant to purchase and maintain any specialized equipment specifically for the 

17 purchase of pre-paid communication services. 

18 Summary of the Invention 

19 It is therefore an objective of the present invention to allow customers to purchase 

20 pre-paid conununication. services. 

21 It is a further objective of the present invention to allow customers to purchase pre- 

22 paid communication services.at any point of sale typically available to customers such as 

23 merchants, food stores, ATM and other retail locations. 
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1 It is yet another objective the of present invention to allow the purcliase of pre-paid 

2 communications services at a merchant location without the need of point-of-sale (POS) 

3 tenninals specific to the purchase of the pre-paid communication services. 

4 It is a further objective of the present intention to allow for the purchase of pre-paid 

5 communicatioh services without the requirement of that the merchant maintain a stock of 

6 communication cards in fixed amounts. 

7 It is yet another objective of the present invention to allow the purchase of pre-paid 

8 communication services without the merchant having to maintain specific equipment and 

9 train employees specifically to issue pre-paid communication service cards. 

10 It is a further objective ofthe present invention to simpUfy the purchase of pre-paid 

1 1 communication services and the issuance of cellular and other types of telephones in a more 

12 efficient fashion. 

13 The present invention is an electronic system and method that enables users to 

14 purchase pre-paid communication services in a easy and efiScient manner without the 

1 5 merchant having to store and issue plastic or paper cards for access. The.present intention 

1 6 comprises a secure host processor having access telephone numbers and personal 

1 7 identification numbers (PIN'S). These access numbers and PINS are acquired by the 

1 8 merchant ftom a secure host server only when a customer desires to purchase pre-pdd 

19 communication services. The host server also has software that allows a merchant to 

20 authorize that fimds in a designated bank account ofthe merchant to be used for payments 

2 1 which are then transferred to the communication service provider or administiator. 

22 The key aspect of the present invention is that the system is implemented using the 

23 POS terajinal and a printer of the type that is commonly owned by a merchant No 

24 specialized equipment is required. The merchant will utilizes its existing equipment using the 
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1 protocol of the present invention to access the secure host, authorize the amount of funds to 

2 be transferred for the pre-paid communication services and print a copy of the access number 

3 and/or PINS to be issued to the customer. 

4 In practice, the POS equipment at the merchant's location will request a specific 

5 transaction to occur. That specific type of transaction is designated as one for the purchase of 

6 pre-paid communication services. Information relating to the customer will be stored on the 

7 central data-base of the system and appropriate authorization and approval infonnafion is 

8 returned to the POS terminal. In addition, the amount of services purchased by the customer 

9 and the amount for ACH transfer including the communication service providers payee 

1 0 information is returned to the POS terminal where it is stored and also provided as a written 

1 1 record to the customer. 

12 In the secure host, the server comprises software that interprets the information 

13 received and subsequentiy dictates the information that is to be returned to the merchant is 

14 POS terminal. For example, if a ceUular activation is requested, the merchant would enter an 

15 appropriate code which tells the secure host what service is being requested, (i.e. ceUular 

16 activation). The appropriate dollar amount of the transaction (which might include the cost of 

17 the telephone and an initial payment for pre-paid communication services), the electronic 

18 serial number of the telephone being activated and other information to aUow the transaction 

19 to proceed. 

20 After receiving flie cellular activation information (for example) the secure host 

21 collects the information, the location of the merchant, searches the database of unassigned 

22 cellular telephone numbers, and returns an appropriate unused cellular telephone number and 

23 the secure ID (SID) to the merchant POS teraiinal. The information is printed on a "sales 

24 receipt" to complete the activation process. 
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1 The customer can then use the telephone for the amount of time for which pre-paid 

2 communication services has been paid. When the customer needs to add time to the existing 

3 account, the customer can go to a merchant, dials the access number provided, enters &e 

4 appropriate PIN, enters the appropriate code for the semce desired (in this case adding time), 

5 the dollar amount of the time to be added, and the cellular telephone number to which the 

6 time is to be credited. 

7 The host receives the above infonnation, checks the PIN number, the service code, the 

8 ceUulartelephonenumber(ifanactivenumberisbeingserviced)thedollaramounttobe 

9 assigned to the specific PIN, and returns the information to the merchant for printing. Thus a 

10 customer simply goes to the merchant, and requests that time be added to the cellular 

11 telephone account. This is then added by ,the merchant using the existing POS terminal. 

12 If a calling card is desired by a customer, the customer simply goes to the merchant 

13 location to order the calling card (ie.. long distance pre-paid calling card). In this transaction, 

1 4 the merchant enters the appropriate code for the desired service, (in this case the purchase of 

15 pre-paidcallingcard)andthedollarvalueofthecardrequestedbythecustomer. Thesecure 

16 host reviews this request, the service code entered, and returns a PIN number along with an 

17 800/888 number for dialing, histructions for use of this 800/888 number are printed on the 

18 receipt along with Oie PIN for the customer to use. The customer shnply then goes to any 

19 telephone, dials the 800/888 number, and enters the telephone number to be dialed together 

20 with the appropriate PIN. Thereafter the telephone call takes place as it would in any normal 

21 calling card situation. 

22 The present invention also allows the merchant to access the secure host on a daily 

23 basis to determine transaction totals for his review. Again, using a prendefined code which 
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1 designates functionaUty desired by the merchant, the host returns the transiction infonnation 

2 that relates to the merchant for that day as of the time of the request. 

3 During each day or at specific intervals throughout the day, the secure host transmits 

4 to the communication service provider an agreed-upon portion of the total dollar value of the. 

5 activity. This amount is transferred over the ACH network using off line debit/credit 

6 procedures known in the ait The appropriate funds are then withdrawn from the merchants 

7 designated pre-authorized bank account and credited to the correct entities. All transfers are 

8 done ofif line and electronically. 

9 Using the present invention, the limitations imposed on processing cellular 

10 activations, calling cards, additional air time cards and their associated expenses are avoided. 

1 1 No plastic credit cards etc. are used. Therefore the outlay of capital on behalf of the merchant 

12 is minimized. Further the fraud associated with stolen calling cards is also eliminated. 

13 The system can equally be used to obtain pre-paid Internet services through a 

14 merchant where the entity that is ultimately credited with services may be an Internet Service 

1 5 Provider (ISP) or other pay per-use Internet service provider. 

16 The system can operate in several different modes. When operating in an "open 

17 mode", the system will aUow a customer the abiUty to go to any store or merchant that uses 

18 the system of the present invention and add time to the customer s cellular telephone number. 

19 The merchant simply sells the current time at the current market rate with die agreed upon 
2D distribution to the service provider taking place on a periodic basis throughout the day. 

21 When operating in a "closed" mode, the customer that purchases a ceUular telephone, 

22 for example, from a certain location can only go back to that location or affiliated stores in 

23 order to add time to the ceUular telephone number. Thus the system can be operated in closed 

24 mode in the foim of a "private label" system. 
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1 When operating in a "shared" mode, the system will allow two or more entities to 

2 share revenue from adding air time to telephones or to cards. When operating in a shared 

3 mode, the system configure that the host where the user ID and telephone radius and numbers 

4 are linked together. All tracking of profit or reconciling of funds occurs offline at a 

5 predetermined time, 

6 Thus the present invention is the system and method for activation of communication 

7 services, dissemination of pre-paid communication sendees, and system and method of sales 

8 using existing merchant equipment. Settiement of all accounts takes place offline thereby 

9 reducing the cost and risk that a merchant currently is exposed to through the use of 

1 0 additional equipment specific to the purchase of pre-paid communication services and/or the 

1 1 stocking of an inventory of pre-paid communication cards. 

12 Furttier details of the system will be apparent from the detailed description of the 

1 3 preferred embodiment that follows. 

14 Brief Description of the Figures 

15 Figure 1 illustrates flie overall architecture of the presrat invention. 

16 Figure 2 illustrates the flow for adding time to a cellular telephone account 

1 7 Figure 2(a) the receipt for adding cellular air time is illustrated. 

1 8 Figure 3 illustrates the flow for creating a calling card request. 

1 9 Figure 3(a) illustrates the receipt for a pre-paid calling card of the present invention. 

20 Figure 4 illustrates the flow for activation of a cellular telephone number. 

21 Figure4(a) illustrates the receipt for an activation of a cellular telephone number. 

22 Figure 5 illustrates the back end processing of the present invoition. 

23 Figure 6 illustrates the transaction and fimds flow of the present invention. 

24 DetaHed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 
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1 As noted above the present invention is a system for activation, dissemination and 

2 sales of pre-paid communications services using an existing equipment at a merchant 

3 Referring to Figure 1, the overall architecture of the present invention is illustrated. A 

4 series of stores 10, 12, 14, 16, and 18 are all connected via a telephone or communications 

5 network to a secure host processor 20. In Figure .1 a form of telephone network is illustrated 

6 32. However it is also within the scope of this invention to have the network be a wireless 

7 network communicating via satellite, an Internet work, or any other form of network wherein 

8 transactions can be communicated from the individual stores to the secure host processor 20. 

9 At each store a series of point-of-sale terminals of the type in use today (i.e. Verifone 

1 0 and others) exist These FOS terminals 22, 24, 26, 28, and 30 all process requests for pre- 

1 1 paid communications services, hiput from the POS terminals are received at an in-store 

12 processor and communicated to the host processor 20 in real time. The host processor then 

13 performs its back office fimctions as will be described later. Periodically during the course of 

14 the day the host processor settles accounts via the automated clearing house (ACH) network 

15 34. Thus in appearance tiiis network is similar to many networks that now exist However 

16 the function of the network and its appUcation provides major advantages for the purchase of 

17 pre-paid communication services. 

18 Referring to Figure 2 the flow associated with the addition of celhilar air time to an 

19 account is iUustrated. The POS terminal is initially on Une with an idle prompt 36 which 

20 simply shows generaUy the merchants name, althou^ this is not meant as a limitation. The 

21 merchant then dials the access number 38 to request services from the system of the present 

22 invention. The system then waits for an answer 40. becomes connected to the secure host 

23 processor 42 via the store computer/communication system. Merchant information is then 

24 transmitted to the secure host processor 44 and POS terminal reflects this activity. Note that 
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1 the merchant infoimation can be automatically programmed into the POSlenninal or can be 

2 input by the merchant at the time of sale. The clerk is then requested to input the clerk ID 46 

3 to aUow the merchant to track the activity of the merchant's employees. TTie merchant thea 

4 enters the service code 48 for the type of service requested from the secure host processor. 

5 For purposes of illustration in this Figure the number " 1 " means to air to add time to the 

6 cellular account of an individual having a particular phone number. The merchant then enters 

7 the doUar amount of the purchase for tiie customer 50. That dollar amount is then associated 

8 with a unique PIN for the dollar amount tiiat is entered. This matching ofPIN number with 

9 the dollar amount is accomplished by the secure host The system then assigns a telephone 

10 number to the PIN 52 which is assigned to the electronic serial number of the ceUular 

11 telephone. The system then returns to unique PIN number for the customer 54 and prints a 

12 receipt witii the PIN number on it for the customer to retain for further reference 56. The 

13 system is tiien returned to die idle prompt 36 for the next transaction. 

14 Referring to Figure 2 (a) the receipt associated with adding air time to a ceUular 

15 telephone number is illustrated. It can be seen from this receipt that the transaction type is 

16 identified the status of a particular PIN is shown (ie. whether tiiePIN is active or inactive). A 

17 "ticket" amount which is the dollar amount of the value of pre-paid communication services 

18 purchased, a PIN number which is assigned to a particular cellular telephone number. This 

19 PIN number is unique and different for every transaction. The phone number which is the 

20 cellular telephone number to which the PIN is assigned. Further the ticket contains a 

21 merchant identification information. Uris ticket is provided to the customer at the conclusion 

22 of the transaction therdiy allowing the customer to have a paper record of the tiiansaction to 

23 refer to later. 
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1 RefeiTing to Figure 3 the system flow for a calling card request is fllustrated. Hie 

2 system initiaUy displays an idle prompt which may comprise the merchants name 36. The 

3 merdiant then initiates the transaction and dials the secure host processor 38. The system 

4 thereafter waits for a response from the host processor 40.. The POS terminal then becomes 

5 connected 42 to the host processor and the merchant transmits merchant information 44 to the 

6 host processor. Again this information may be automatically transmitted as preprogrammed 

7 function of the POS terminal or it can be input by the merchant 

8 The clerk operating the system then inputs the clerk identification 46 to allow the 

9 merchant to track the activity of the clerk. The merchant then enters a number indicative of 

10 . the activity of requesting a caUing card. For purposes of iUustration this number "2" 

11 illustrates a fimctionofrequesting a caUing card. TTie dollar amount of the calling amount is 

12 then entered 50 and the host processor assigns a unique PIN and 800/888 telephone number 

13 from the database. The PIN status is changed to "active." Thereafter the host returns the 

14 800/888 telephone number together with the unique PIN to the POS terminal 60 and the 

1 5 receipt is then printed for the customer 62 with all the necessary information for the customer 

16 to make pre-paid long distance calls. 

17 Referring to Figure 3 (a) the customer ticket associated with the purchase of a long 

18 distance pre-paid calling card is illustrated. Merchant identification is shown on the ticket 

19 tpgetiier with the transaction type "2" indicative in tiiis example of the purchase of a long 

20 distance calling card. Tlie status of flxe PIN is then indicated as "active" which shows to the 

21 customer that the PIN number can be used right away. The ticket amount is then shown 

22 which is tiie amount of tiie purchase associated witii tiie PIN number. A PIN number is 

23 printed which is assigned to that particular customer. The phone number for the customer to 

24 dial in order to use the pre-paid services is also shown on the ticket. In addition instructions 
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1 on how to use the pre-paid phone card whidi is printed for the user is alstf-placed on the 

2 tidcet 

3 Referring to Figure 4 the system flow for cellular activation is illustrated. Here the 

4 merchant is selling a telephone to a particular customer. The POS temrinal shows the idle 

5 prompt 36 which may be the merchants name. The merchant then dials the secure host 38 

6 whidi is shown on the POS terminal. The POS terminal then indicates that it is waiting for a 

7 response from the secure host 40. TTiereafter the POS terminal indicates that it is connected 

8 42 to the host The merchant then transmits merchant information 44 to the secure host 

9 whidi may be done automatically or entered manually by the merchant The clerk is then 

10 prompted to submit the clerk ID 46 for tracking activity of the particular at the POS terminal. 

1 1 The merchant than enters a transaction number indicative of the type of transaction being 

12 requested. In this example the number "3" illustrates that the cellular activation request is 

13 being requested 64. The electronic serial number is then assigned to the transaction. The 

14 merxJiant then enters the doUar amount of the transaction 50 which is the amount equal to the 

1 5 phone calls, the activation costs, and the PIN value. 

1 6 The secure host then enters the electronic serial number to be assigned to the phone 

17 number and the system grabs a phone number to beused by the customer. This transaction is 

1 8 also assigned to a PIN for tracking within the system of the present invention. 

19 The system then returns electronic serial number, the secure identification number and 

20 the PIN number to the merchant POS terminal. This infomiation is cross referenced fiom the 

21 merchant identification area of the host processor. A receipt is then printed with all the 

22 necessary information 70 for the customer to use the cellular telephone. 

23 Referring to Figure 4 (a) the customer ticket for cellular activation is illustrated. 

24 Merchant identification is shown together with the type of transaction "3" which indicates a 
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1 ceUular activation request. The status ofthe PIN is then shown. In this case "inactive" is 

2 shown since a certain amount of time is required to activate the ceUular telephone number. 

3 The ticket amount is then shown which is the value ofthe activation charge plus the value 

4 associated with the PIN number. This value would mean that the customer has a certain 

5 dollar volume of telephone calls tiiat can be made. The PIN number is also shown for the 

6 customer to use in requesting any services. The new cellular telephone number is listed on 

7 theticketasistheelectronicserialnumberforthecellulartelephoneinuse. Hie secure ID is 

8 also printed for the user. In this particular ticket tiie warning that tiie ceUular service will be 

9 active wititin 24 to 48 hours is also shown. TTiereafler the customer can use tiie ceUular 

10 telephone in the normal manner until tiie value ofthe PIN is reached. Hiereafter using the 

1 1 services described in Figure 2 the customer can add more cellular air time to the customer's 

12 account 

13 Referring to Figure 5 the back end processing is iUustrated. Data is received ftom the 

14 merchgnt POS terminal 72. This data is aggregated over the course of a day. The summary 

15 informationisthensentforbatchprocessing. This is the totai amount that is held for 

16 electionic settiement The information is then sent over the automated clearing house/Federal 

17 ReserveNetwoik76forsetflementattheconclusionofeachbusinessday. The system then 

1 8 reconciles the account and performs a bank card like closeout procedure which signals the 

19 readiness for initiating tiie electronic settiement of all transactions. Thereafter the merchants 

20 account is debited witii tiie amounts tiiat are to be assigned to, for example, tiie 

21 communication service provider 78. Amounts are tiiereafter credited to flie time providers 

22 account and ddjited from the account ofthe merchant 80. 

23 Referring to Figure 6 tiie funds flow oftiie present invention is musttated. Secure 

24 host 82 has unique PIN numbers and telephone numbers, as required, for transmission to tiie 
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1 point of sale at a merchant 84. As the merchant receives funds fiom customers, those fiiads 

2 are deposited in the Merchant's bank 86. Simultaneously, information on the transactions 

3 made during the day are conveyed to the secure host which also has the capabiHty to perform 

4 administrative functions associated with the present invention. Here the administrative 

5 function is illustrated as a facUity 90 although this is not meant to be a limitation that this 

6 function be performed at a physicaUy different facility from the secure host. Information 

7 received fiom die merchant is sent to the federal reserve bank 88 for the area in which the 

8 present invention is located. That information, in turn is forwarded to the merchant's bank 88 

9 to effect the transfer of fimds that must take place to pay the service providers for services. 

1 0 The merchant's bank 86 returns funds to the federal reserve bank 88 which in turn 

1 1 forwards the funds received to the present invention 92 for reconciliation with the service 

12 providers. Again this reconciliation function is represented as a separate faciUty in this figure 

13 5, however, the function can also be carried out at the secure host The present invention 92 

14 then forwards fimds, as agreed, toe service providers' banks 94 which pass the fimds to tiie 

15 service providers 96 or stores the fimds in an account for the benefit of the service provider. 

16 A system and method for die purchase ofpre-paid communication services has been 

1 7 illustrated. It will be q)preciated by those skilled in die art that there are other variations of 

1 8 the present invention may be possible without departing from die scope of the intention as 

19 disclosed. For example, it would be possible to purchase at apoint of sale pre-paid Internet 

20 services wherein time can be purchased fiiom an Internet service provider who in turn 

21 provides pay/per use services to any number of databases. The ISP will ultimately settie with 

22 dieir respective service providers for the time given and used any particular customer. 

23 For the purposes of discussing and illustrating the present invention, communication 

24 products has been used as an example. However, the abilities given to the terminal using die 
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1 system of the present invention wUl allow the merchant the abUity to seU a Wide variety of 

2 products such as concert ticket, movie tickets, sporting events, AAA roadside assistance, and 

3 flowers to name but a few items. The terminal of the present invention can also accept , 

4 payments for cable companies, phone companies, insurance braiefits andothCTS. In short, 

5 any industry that requires a PIN or an account number information and or electronic 

6 setUements. With the system of the present invention, it is also possible to modify menus or 

7 change receipts with each transaction so that the receipt b^er suits the transaction in 
S question. 



-14- 



PCTAJSOO/03294 

WO 00/79492 
I claim: 

1. A method for purchasing and delivering prepaid communication services comprising: 
A customer ordering an amount of prepaid communication services; 

A merchant accepting the order for prepaid communication services from the 
customer at a point of sale terminal; 

The point of sale terminal communicating the order to a secure host; 

The secure host accepting the order for prepaid communication services and 
processing the request, issuing a unique personal identification number (PIN), and 
communicating die unique PIN to the merchant's point of sale terminal; 

Printing a confirmation of the purchase of prepaid communication services for the 
customer; and 

The customer using the unique PIN to access prepaid communication services. 

2. The method for purchasing and dehvering prepaid communication services of claim 1 
fiirther comprising: 

Gaierating unique PIN at the secure host. 

3. The method for purchasing and dehvering prepaid communication services of claim 1 
wherein the communication services are firom the group consisting of pre-paid calling 
card service, adding airtime to an existing cellular telephone number, and activation of 
a cellular telephone. 

4. The method for purchasmg and delivering prepaid communication services of claim 1 
wherein ordering prepaid communication services fiirther comprising paying for the 
prepaid communication services by a means &om the group consisting of: cash, credit 
card, debit card, and stored value card. 
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5. 



6. 



The method for purchasing and deUvering prepaid conimunicationsem 1 

wherdn the secure host processing the request comprises determining if the method 

for paying for the prepaid communications services can be authorized. 

The method for purchasing and delivering prepaid communication services of claim 1 

wherein printing a confirmation of the purchase of the prepaid communications 

services comprises printing a receipt specific to the communication service being 

purchased. 

The method for purchasing and deUvering prepaid communication services of claim 1 
fijrther comprising the customer dialing a 800/888 telephone number of a 
communication service provider, 
inputting the PIN; 

the communication service provider associating the PIN with an amount of money; 
and 

the communication service provider deducting the cost of the customer telephone call 
fi-om ihc amount of money associated with the PIN. 

The method for purchasing and delivering prepaid communication services of claim 1 
fiirther comprising the secure host storir^ the order information from the merchant 
firom a plurality of customers; 

the secure host communicating the order infromation from the plurality of customers 
to a federal reserve bank; 

the federal reserve bank communicating the plurality of order information to abank 
having an account for the mo'chant; 

the bank for the merdiant transferring fimds associated with the order to the federal 
reserve bank; 
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the federal reserve bank transferring the transferred funds to the secure server, and the 
secure servra- transferring the transferred funds to a second bank having an account for 
the communication service provider. 
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AirTIME Technologies, Inc. 
Sample Air PLUS™ Sales Slip 



Merchant Name 
Street Address 
City, ST. Zip 
Merchant Nxmiber 



Time: 00:00 
Trans Type: 3 
Status: (I)nactive 
Ticket Amount: $50.00 

PIN Number: 3229635362 
New Cellular Number: 301-222-000 
ESN : 15200305039 
SID : 00012 



Date: 00/00/00 

— Cellular Activation Request 

— Cellular is (A)ctive - (I)nactive 

— Value of PIN + Activation 
Charge 

— Pin assigned to Customer 

— 888 Number for customer to call 

— ESN Number for Tracking 

— SID for Area Phone Purchased in 



I UNDERSTAND MY CELLULAR SERVICE WILL ACTIVE WITHIN 24- 
48 HOURS. 



Direct Customer Inquiries to: 
AirTIME Technologies, Inc. 
5019 80^ Terr. S. 
Lake Worth, FL 33467 
561-969-3870 



FIG. 7 
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AirTIME Technologies, Inc. 
Sample Air PLUS™ Sales Slip 



Merchant Name 
Street Address 
City, ST. Zip 
Merchant Number 

Time; 00:00 Date: 00/00/00 



Trans Type: 2 
Status: A(ctive) 

Ticket Amount: $50.00 
PIN Number: 3229635362 
Phone Number: 800-555-1212 



. Long Distance Calling Card 

Depicts weather PIN active 

or (I)nactive 

Value of PIN 

Pin assigned to Customer 

888 Number for customer to 

call 



How to use your Prepaid Phone Card. 

1. Dial888/800# 

2. Enter PIN # 

3. At Prompt Dial number you're calling. 

4. Place another call don't hang up press # then press * repeat 1-3 



Direct Customer Inquiries to: 
AirTIME Technologies, Inc. 
5019 80* Terr.S. 
;Lake Worth, FL 33467 



FIG. 8 
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AirTIME Technologies, Inc. 
Sample Air PLUS™ Sales SUp 



Merchant Name 
Street Address 
City, ST. Zip 
Merchant Number 

Time: 00:00 Date: 00/00/00 

Trans Type: 1 -~ Cellular Air Ticket 

Status: A(ctive) Depicts weather PIN active or 

(I)nactive 

Ticket Amount: $50.00 Value of PIN 

PIN Number: 3229635362 Pin assigned to ceUular number 

Phone Number: 305-555-1212 Number pin assigned to 



Direct Customer Inquiries to: 
AirTIME Technologies, Inc. 
5019 80"^ Terr. S. 
Lake Worth, FL 33467 
561-969-3870 



FIG. 9 
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